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In Today’s Class

Today we will learn about the Treaty of 
Versailles. This is the peace treaty signed by 
the Allied and Central Powers to formally end 
WWI.
● The Big Three and their aims.
● The terms Germany faced.
● The League of Nations



The Palace at Versailles



The Tragic Peace

● After WWI the leaders of the victorious Allies 
met at the palace of Versailles outside 
Paris to discuss the terms of the treaty.

● The treaty that they drew up was to have 
disastrous consequences for all of Europe, 
and most of the world. 



The Big Three

Can you names these men?



Prime Minister David Lloyd George
● Prime Minister of Britain
● In public Lloyd-George said he wanted to punish 

the Germans. 
● In private he realised that Britain needed Germany 

to recover because she was an important trading 
partner.

● He was also worried about the “disease from the 
east”. A strong Germany would be a barrier 
against it.



President Woodrow Wilson
● President of the U.S.A
● Woodrow Wilson wanted the treaty to be 

based on his Fourteen Points.
● He believed Germany should be punished 

but not severely.
● Wilson wanted to set up an international 

organisation called The League of Nations  
which would settle disputes.



President Georges Clemenceau 
● President of France.
● Clemenceau wanted to make sure that 

Germany could not invade France in the 
future. 

● He wanted Germany to pay for the damage 
that had been caused in northern France.

● He wanted revenge for the two German 
invasions of 1870 and 1914.



Germany’s Reaction
● The German people hated the Treaty.
● They called it a ‘Diktat’.
● The resented greatly the war guilt clause 

and the payment of huge reparations.
● They felt that had been forced into the terms 

of the treaty and that they would be 
punished again because they would not be 
able to pay reparations.





B.R.A.T

Use this mnemonic to remember some of the 
terms of the Treaty of Versailles and how 
Germany was treated like a BRAT. 

                       ni-mon-ik



B.R.A.T

1.  Germany had to 
accept the Blame for 
starting the war in the 
form of a “war guilt” 
clause.

2.  Germany had to 
pay over $33 billion in 
Reparations.



B.R.A.T

3.  Germany was 
forbidden to have 
an Army over 
100,000 men, no 
submarines, and 
no air force. 

4.  Germany 
lost Territory 
and colonies to 
Britain and 
France.



The League of Nations

The establishment of the League of Nations was 
a very important part of the Treaty.
The League aimed to:
1. Promote international cooperation between 

countries.
2. To prevent future world conflicts and war by 

using diplomacy.



The League of Nations

● But the League of Nations was flawed.
● Although it was President Wilson who 

pushed for the League, American 
membership was rejected by the U.S 
Congress.

● Powerful countries ignored the League like 
when Japan invaded Manchuria in 1931 and 
when Italy invaded Abyssinia in 1935.





In Conclusion

1. The terms of the Treaty of Versailles were 
too harsh for Germany.

2. Germany could not pay its massive 
reparations.

3. Italians were angry that promises made to 
them about land had been broken.

4. The terms of the Treaty contributed to the 
rise of Fascism in Germany and Italy.


