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In Today’s Class

Today we will learn about the Weimar Republic 
in Germany 1919-1933.
● Why Germany became a Republic after 

WWI.
● Economic problems in the Weimar Republic.
● Instability in the Weimar Republic.



Germany Before the Great War
Before WWI, Germany was ruled by 
Kaiser Wilhelm II as part of a 
constitutional monarchy.
● He could appoint government 

ministers.
● He called and dismissed the 

Reichstag.
● He also controlled the Army.



The Weimar Republic 1919-1933
● After Germany surrendered in WWI, it became 

a Republic.
● This government was created as part of the 

Treaty of Versailles and named after the 
town of Weimar where it was founded.

● The Weimar republic was a democratic 
country and had a President who was elected 
by both men and women.



The Weimar Republic 1919-1933
● The Weimar Republic was hugely unpopular 

with the German public and had many 
problems. 
○ The country’s borders had been redrawn.
○ The empire had been lost.
○ The economy was in ruins.
○ Unemployment was very high.



Economic Problems in the Weimar Republic
● The German people hated the Treaty of Versailles 

and the Weimar Republic.
● Its leaders were blamed for the defeat of Germany 

and were called the ‘November Criminals’
● The Government was unable to cope with 

economic collapse in the 1920s and after the 
Great Depression in 1929.

● The German economy was in ruins during this 
period.





Instability of the Weimar Republic
The Republic was 
unstable because 
Germany had left-wing 
rebellions like the 
Spartacist League 
uprising.

There were also right-wing 
rebellions like the Beer Hall 
Putsch of which Adolf Hitler 
participated in.



Occupation of the Ruhr

As part of the Treaty of Versailles, the Weimar 
Republic had to pay reparations to the Allied 
Powers.
When it failed to, the French invaded the Ruhr 
which was the industrial centre of Germany. 
This was humiliating for Germany.





Downfall of the Weimar Republic
● Left-wing parties were being more popular 

but the ruling classes like President Paul 
von Hindenburg were afraid of them.

● After Hitler did well in the 1933 
general election, the ruling powers all 
felt that they could control Hitler if he 
was in power, and so he was 
appointed Chancellor.



In Conclusion

● The Weimar Republic was 
established by the Treaty of 
Versailles which was hated by the 
German people.

● The Weimar government could not 
overcome serious problems like the 
political and social divisions or the 
economic crisis. 



Questions for Homework

1. How was the Weimar Republic founded?
2. How did the Weimar Republic become 

associated with the Treaty of Versailles?
3. Who occupied the Ruhr and why?
4. Give two reasons why the Weimar Republic 

was unstable.


