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In Today’s Class

Today we will learn about the rise of the Nazi 
party and Adolf Hitler.
● The Beer Hall Putsch.
● Hitler’s appointment as Chancellor.
● The Enabling Act.
● The Night of the Long Knives.
● The death of the President.



Entry into Politics
● After recovering from injuries, in 1919 Hitler 

joined the German Workers Party in Munich.
● He quickly became the leader and changed 

the name to the Nationalist Socialist 
German Workers Party. NSDAP or Nazi for 
short.

● At this time, Hitler began to develop antisemitic, 
nationalist, and anti-Marxist ideas.



The Beer Hall Putsch

● Hitler was a brilliant public speaker and 
convinced many Germans to join his 
movement.

● In 1923, Hitler and other NSDAP member 
attempted to first take over Munich, to topple 
the Weimar Republic, and then all of 
Germany.

● They failed, and Hitler was imprisoned, where 
he wrote ‘Mein Kampf’. 





1933 Elections
● By 1932, the Nazi Party was the biggest 

political party.
● Hitler demanded to be appointed the position of 

chancellor – at first he was refused, but then 
given the position.

● In February 1933 the Reichstag, was set on 
fire.

● Hitler blamed the Communist Party for doing 
this and then banned it and made it illegal.



The Reichstag on fire.



The Enabling Act 1933

● Hitler did not want to rely on 
parliament to pass his laws. He 
wanted to rule by decree. 

● Due to the Nazis majority, the 
law was passed in March 1933 
that allowed Hitler to rule by 
decree. This was called the 
Enabling Act. 



The Nazi Party’s Support

S.A (Brownshirts) - 
A large force led by  
Röhm who attacked 
socialists, 
communists, and 
trade unionists.

The S.S (Blackshirts)
A smaller elite force 
led by Himmler.
Acted as private 
bodyguards for Hitler.

In 1932 the Nazi Party was supported by two 
paramilitary groups:



The Night of the Long Knives

● Hitler feared that the S.A had grown 
too powerful and Röhm would 
overthrow him.

● The SS, led by Himmler organised a 
surprise attack on the leadership of 
the SA in June 1934.

● Its leaders were arrested and most 
of them, including Röhm, were 
killed. 



Securing Absolute Power

● When President von Hindenburg died in 1934, 
Hitler joined the offices of President and 
Chancellor. 

● Soldiers now swore an oath to him, rather 
than the German state. 

● Hitler was now ‘Der Führer’.



In Conclusion

1. In 1919, Hitler joined the Nazi Party.
2. Failed to take over Germany in the Beer Hall 

Putsch.
3. He was appointment as Chancellor in 1933.
4. He had the Enabling Act passed.
5. He killed off any possible opposition in the Night of 

the Long Knives. 
6. He joined the offices of Chancellor and President in 

1934.



Homework
1. How did Hitler use the Reichstag fire to eliminate the 

Communist Party?
2. What was the main effect of the Enabling Act?
3. Why was Hitler fearful of Ernst Rohm and the SA?
4. How did the death of President Hindenburg allow Hitler to 

become a dictator?
5. What did Hitler call himself and what does that title mean?
6. Create a timeline which outlines Hitlers rise to power. Start 

from the foundation of the Nazi Party and end at the death 
of President Hindenburg. Use your notes and textbook.


