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In Today’s Class

Today we will learn about Adolf Hitler’s 
ideology.
We will learn about:
● His early life.
● Mein Kampf.
● Racial Purity.
● The Master Race.
● Anti-Communism.







The Early Years
● Adolf Hitler was born in 1889 in 

Austria. 
● He joined up to fight in WWI in 

1914 with the German Army.
● He was a courageous soldier and 

was highly decorated for his actions
● He was awarded the Iron Cross 

twice.



Entry into Politics
● In 1919 Hitler joined the German Workers 

Party in Munich.
● He quickly became the leader and changed 

the name to the National Socialist German 
Workers Party. NSDAP or Nazi for short.

● At this time, Hitler began to develop 
antisemitic, nationalist, anti-capitalist, and 
anti-Marxist ideas.



The Beer Hall Putsch
● Hitler was a brilliant public speaker and 

convinced many Germans to join his 
movement.

● In 1923, Hitler and other NSDAP member 
attempted to first take over Munich, to topple 
the Weimar Republic, and then all of Germany.

● They failed, and Hitler was imprisoned, where 
he wrote ‘Mein Kampf’. 



Mein Kampf
● Hitler wrote Mein Kampf (My Struggle) 

in 1925 while he was in prison.
● It attacked Communists, democracy, 

and the Treaty of Versailles.
● But the main focus of the book is the 

idea that Jews were the reason for all 
of Germany’s problems.



Mein Kampf
● Hitler wrote that Germany needed 

to destroy the France and conquer 
Russia.

● He wrote about how Germany 
needed ‘lebensraum’ (living space) 
to the east.

● He wanted to unite all German 
speaking people in one country.



Racial Superiority
● The Nazis believed in the superiority of their 

race above others.
● In Hitler’s policy, he believed in the 

Herrenvolk or master race.
● This master race were of Aryan descent and 

would be tall, blond, blue eyed and strong.
● They also hated people they believed to be 

inferior such as Africans, Slavs, or Jews. 



The Master Race
● Hitler believed that the Aryan people 

were destined to rule the world. 
● The Nazis believed that anyone who 

was not an Aryan was inferior.
● They also wanted to get rid mentally 

and physically disabled because they 
were seen as imperfect and inferior.



The Swastika
● The swastika is an ancient symbol used by the 

Celts, Greeks, Buddhists, and Hindus. 
● In the early 20th Century it became a good-

luck symbol in the West.
● The Nazi Party used the Swastika 

because they felt it connected 
them to an Aryan past.



 Greek coin from Corinth, 6th century BC.



Anti-Communism
● Communism is an economic 

system developed by Karl Marx.
● Hitler hated Communism and 

believed it would cause the downfall 
of Germany.

● Hitler and the Nazis also believed 
that Jews created and maintained 
Communism.



1. Beer Hall Putsch
2. Mein Kampf
3. Herrenvolk.
4. Lebensraum.
5. Racial superiority.
6. Aryan race

Explain these terms:


